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Golf Classic to be held May 13
Join us this
Spring
for
our
Fifth
Annual Charity
Golf
Classic!!

2011.

•

Father’s Joy’s
Golf Classic will
be played in Spring instead of
Fall this year. Our annual fundraising event is scheduled for
Friday, May 13, 2011, at Wildcat
Golf Club.
We need your support more
than ever this year as our programs have expanded and funding is essential! These are just a
few of our programs that are
newly implemented or in development:

•

•

“Trisomy 21: Down Syndrome in the 21st Century” (T21) - In 2010, Father’s Joy helped create
and sponsor the first annual
T21 conference. The conference was created in association with Texas Children’s Hospital, Baylor College of Medicine, The Rise
School of Houston and
Greater Clear Lake Families
Exploring Down Syndrome.
In its first year, the conference was well attended
and received excellent
feedback from participants.
The 2011 T21 conference
doubled attendance with
almost 200 attendees. We
plan to continue T21 in 2012.
“What’s So Special About
Special Education Law?” - In
2010, along with Houston
Young Lawyer’s Association
and The Rise School of
Houston, Father’s Joy sponsored this Special Ed Law
conference for parents,
educators, attorneys, and
advocates. We hope to continue this conference in

•

“Including You” - In 2009,
Father’s Joy began this
program to help schools
transition to a more inclusive environment and train
teachers, parents and students on inclusive education
practices. We hope to expand this program throughout school districts and
offer educators in Houstonarea schools training on
inclusive education and academic modifications and
provide inclusion consultants
to help schools evaluate
themselves and implement
inclusive practices.
Inclusion Workshop - We
have been asked to help plan
a workshop in the Houston
area that would provide
educators and parents with
training on inclusive education practices. This workshop is in development and
we hope will be implemented
as part of our Including You
Program in 2012.

In this year’s fundraising
effort, we are asking for 5
donors that are willing to step
up and sponsor our tournament
at the $2,500 Eagle level. In
addition to the other financial
support we receive, this would
greatly increase our budget and
allow us to continue and expand
these programs and the many
others we offer. Please prayerfully consider whether you can
help us reach our goal.
In addition, we need items
for our silent auction. If you or
someone you know would like to
donate an item, please contact
T a m m y
B r e a u
a t
tammy.breau@fathersjoy.org. If
you are interested in playing in
or sponsoring the tournament,
please
go
online
at
www.fathersjoy.org.

FATHER’S JOY PART OF
“NEW FACES OF FASHION”
PHOTO EXHIBIT!
On Saturday, March 19,
2011, Father’s Joy will partner
with Sugar Land photographer,
T o n y a
D a i l e y
(www.tonyadailey.com), for a
Down syndrome awareness
photo exhibit entitled “The
New faces of Fashion”, to be
held at Momentum BMW,
15865 Katy Freeway, Houston. Ms. Dailey is offering her
time and talent to increase
awareness and support of people with Down syndrome. She
will photograph 16 models of
various ages who have Down
syndrome. Her work will be
displayed at Momentum BMW
beginning at 2:00 p.m. Ms.
Dailey hopes her images will
capture the beauty of people
with Down syndrome, inside and
out. She also hopes her work
will change perceptions within
the fashion/modeling industry.
There will be several media
outlets covering the show,
which will offer food, drinks,
and fun activities for families!
Father’s Joy will be present
raising money for our various
programs and offering educational information for all who
attend. Please come out on
March 19 and support Father’s
Joy, Tonya and your family and
friends with Down syndrome!

March 2011
Inspirational
Corner
Blessed are those who are
generous….
Proverbs 22:9 (NLT)
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Father’s Joy Products and Publications
DVDs from the 2010
and 2011 T21 Conferences may be purchased
for $15 each online at
w w w .f a t h e r s j o y .o r g .
Conference DVDs contain every session
from each conference, including keynote
addresses.
DVDs from the 2009
Special Ed Law Conference may be purchased
for $15 each online at
www.fathersjoy.org. Conference DVDs contain
every session from the 2009 conference,
including keynote addresses.

“Living with Down Syndrome: Turning Fear
into Hope” DVDs are
provided
free
of
charge and may be
requested online at www.fathersjoy.org.
Father’s Joy brochures are provided
free of charge for distribution in
schools, hospitals and other organizations. If you or your organization need
brochures for distribution or if you
know of a family who would like a brochure, please contact us at
info@fathersjoy.org. To see a list of
our brochures, please visit our web site.

Join us and Tonya Dailey at the
“New Faces of Fashion” photo exhibit, Saturday, March 19, 2011,
2:00-7:00 p.m., Momentum BMW
at Town & Country, Houston.

2011-2012 Upcoming Events
The next Special Ed Law
Conference is scheduled
for Saturday, October
15, 2011. Father’s Joy,
along with The Rise School
of Houston and Houston
Young Lawyers Association, will present
“What’s So Special About Special Education
Law?”, a legal conference for lawyers, advocates, educators and parents. See
www.fathersjoy.org for more details.

A Great Life
Great - that’s how Austin and Christi
Hockel Davenport describe their lives. Born
over thirty years ago and a half a country
apart, Austin and Christi had something in
common from the start - they both have Down
syndrome. They had no idea at the time, but
they would one day have much more in common
than that.
From the start, both Austin and Christi’s
families were highly invested in their lives,
determined to see each of them reach their
full potential. Both were fully included
through the majority of their education. They
were each active in their communities through
their church youth groups, community theaters and public schools. Each families’ dedication and support in keeping them active and
included lead to remarkable success for them.
Both Christi and Austin served on the
National Down Syndrome Congress Board of
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Father’s Joy will participate in Fort Bend
ISD’s Annual Community Connect Conference this year. The
Conference is scheduled to take place on Friday, November 11, 2011.
The next T21 Conference
is scheduled for Saturday,
February 4, 2012. Father’s Joy, along with The

Rise School of Houston, Greater Clear Lake
Families Exploring Down Syndrome, Texas
Children’s Hospital and Baylor College of
Medicine, will present the third annual
“Trisomy 21: Down Syndrome in the 21st
Century”, a conference for medical professionals, teachers and parents. The conference implements a tri-strand learning model
that allows attendees to choose topics related to their field of expertise or area of
interest. Watch our web site for details.

Directors and they have been keynote speakers
at the National Down Syndrome Congress annual
convention as well as other gatherings around
the country. Despite all their individual success,
they both admit that they felt lonely and wanted
something more in their lives. They found what
they were looking for in each other.

ing little anecdotes about each other and laughing, just like any married couple might. They
support each other, Christi helping Austin keep
his place in their talk and Austin helping Christi
turn a page of the speech. When you see them
together, they shine with a love that is pure
and joy that is contagious.

Christi and Austin met at a National Down
Syndrome Convention for Youths and Adults and
immediately fell in love. They courted via cell
phone and flew to see each other as often as
possible for five years. But, they would not be
satisfied until they could completely share their
lives.

When Austin and Christi talk about their
life together, they emphasize how they are
more alike than different. And in many ways
that’s true. But, then again, maybe Austin and
Christi’s lives are more the example we should
all be following. Because it’s clear, they definitely have a great life.

On October 10, 2009, Austin and Christi
were married. They fulfilled each other’s dream
of sharing their life, along with its successes and
difficulties, with someone they love.
If you talk to Austin and Christi or hear
them speak, you are touched by their happiness
and love for one another which is evident in
every word. They poke fun at one another, tell-

Austin and Christi were
keynote speakers at the
2011 T21 Conference. You
can learn more about them
at ndsccenter.org.
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2011 T21 Conference Huge Success
Father’s Joy helped plan and sponsor
the second annual Trisomy 21: Down Syndrome in the 21st Century (T21) conference
on February 5, 2011. The conference employs
a tri-strand learning model that allows parents, educators and medical professionals to
choose specialized topics related to their
field of expertise or area of interest.

Down syndrome.

Thanks to our speakers who traveled to
Houston from around the country, including
Nancy and Bridget Brown, a mother-daughter
team who provided training on educational
modifications; Lisa Kirby and Kimberly
Baumgardner who provided co-teach training;
and Judie Hockel and Nancy Davenport, parThe conference, which began in 2010,
ents who offered insight into raising and
was created to offer innovative instruction,
having adult children with Down syndrome.
essential resources, and leading informaThanks also to those in the Houston area who
tional and motivational speakers that edudonated their time and expertise to T21,
cate and promote awareness
including Texas Children
“Everyone and everything Hospital (TCH) doctors
and understanding in our
communities. T21 achieved
George Mallory, Ionna
was fantastic!”
much success in its first year
Athanassaki, and Cynthia
T21 Conference participant
with over 80 participants and
Peacock;
TCH
social
excellent reviews. Participation more than
worker Lisa Osten; TCH therapists Emily
Berman and Kasey Vernon; behavior specialdoubled in 2011 with aver 175 in attendance.
ist Melissa Waters; educational consultant
In 2010, T21 offered 9 sessions and 2
Jay Stailey; and parents Bonita Merrill and
keynote speakers, including Dr. Brian Skotko,
Cristen Reat.
a clinical fellow in genetics at Massachusetts
General Hospital, and siblings Christopher
In addition to Father’s Joy, the sponScott, who has Down syndrome, and Lori
sorship team in 2011 included TCH, Baylor
Wyatt. This year we added 3 more sessions
College of Medicine, Greater Clear Lake
for a total of 12 and offered a workshop on
Families Exploring Down Syndrome, The Rise
educational modifications that ran throughSchool of Houston and Down Syndrome Assoout the day. Keynote speakciation of Houston. Coners this year were Austin
ference reviews were once
and Christi Hockel Davenagain extremely positive.
port, a married couple with
We hope to continue imDown syndrome who proproving the conference
vided an inspirational mesand
offering
quality
sage, and Dr. Michael Harspeakers to provide the
pold, chief scientific officer
best educational and inspiof the Down Syndrome Rerational experiences possearch and Treatment Founsible for participants.
dation, who presented infor- Planning Committee (l-r) Jan Stailey, Kristin
Watch our web site for
Tassin, Jenifer Wrzyszczski, Alicia Dague and
mation and insight into the
information on T21 in
Dr. Kathryn Ostermaier (not shown).
latest research impacting
2012!

Prayer Requests

Keynote and parental strand session speakers at the 2011
T21 conference (l-r): Judie Hockel, Christi Hockel Davenport,
Austin Davenport, and Nancy Davenport.

Special thanks to Bonita Merrill for her
volunteer work and support. Bonita is always
quick to donate her time and talents to Father’s Joy’s various events. This year Bonita
went above and beyond by helping with last
minute T21 conference details in the freezing
temperatures and stepping up to be a speaker
in one of the parental strand sessions. Thanks
to Bonita and the entire Merrill family for
their continued support!

For the Golf Classic, that God will not
only meet our needs for the year but
that others will be positively impacted and
blessed for their participation.
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Dr. George Mallory presents on pneumonia and lung complications in a medical strand session at the 2011 T21 conference.

Volunteer Spotlight—Bonita Merrill

For Tonya Dailey and the photo exhibit
on March 19, that it will be a success in
God’s eyes and improve perceptions of people
with Down syndrome in our community and
beyond.

For Father’s Joy’s leaders, that God will
guide them in their decision-making and
use the organization as a source of support.

Bridget Brown presents in the educational modifications
workshop offered at the 2011 T21 conference.

Father’s Joy volunteer Bonita Merrill with
daughter, Maggie.

Thanks also to all our donors and volunteers. We couldn’t do what we do without all of
YOU!
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For more information or to speak with someone about
your own situation, please call us at (281) 630-2885 or
email us at info@fathersjoy.org.
e
nate on th
You may do
!
rg
.o
ersjoy
web at fath

To be on our mailing list to receive brochures and/or
newsletters, please email us at info@fathersjoy.org.
Brochures and newsletters may also be downloaded
from our website at www.fathersjoy.org.
Father’s Joy is a 501(c)(3) organization whose mission
is to minister and provide support and information to
families and prospective families of children with disabilities. Donations may be tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Father’s Joy
P.O. Box 16364
Sugar Land, Texas 77496

